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RETAIL ELECTRICITY MARKET — COMPETITION 
382. Mr D.C. NALDER to the Minister for Energy: 
I have a supplementary question. Five years ago, the Minister for Energy announced on the 7.30 Report that we 
should be selling Western Power. Would he now provide a time frame for when we will see retail contestability? 
Mr B.S. WYATT replied: 
I will when I have the time frame. 
Mr W.J. Johnston interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Minister for Mines and Petroleum! 
Mr B.S. WYATT: As I said, we are at least five years behind. There is a reason why Western Australia has the 
lowest rate of large-scale renewables of all the states in the nation. There is a reason for that. Ultimately, the 
Leader of the Opposition and Hon Peter Collier did not do a thing as energy ministers. I get that the Leader of the 
Opposition had some constraints. He had a Premier who did not really embrace reform of the energy sector, except 
perhaps unhelpful reform. We are having to deal with that and the role of Synergy, and the market dominance of 
Synergy needs to be resolved so we do not simply have a wealth transfer from the public to the private sector. The 
Leader of the Opposition knows that. 
Several members interjected. 
Mr B.S. WYATT: Member for Hillarys, what? 
Mr P.A. Katsambanis: Do any of your union mates support retail contestability? 
Mr D.C. Nalder interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Bateman, I call you to order for the second and third times. When I am on my feet, 
you do not talk. Treasurer, wind it up, please. 
Mr B.S. WYATT: I have to say, there is one club that is smaller than “Mike’s Mates” and it is the union supporters 
of me! I go from being dominated by big business to being dominated by the Electrical Trades Union all in the 
space of a couple of hours. I do not know sometimes whether it is Arthur or Martha who dominates me. Either 
way, what is dominating my thoughts at the moment is good energy policy. We will get to that in due course. 
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